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the Territory when a mere boy; than a delegate to the convention which formed the State Government; then sent to the Lower House of Congress; twice in the United States Senate; then Judge of the Supreme Court of the State, nearly all of which offices he resigned, showing that he had no taste or desire for civil office, and all manifestly in the belief and with an undying faith that his career in life was that of a soldier. To look for a moment at his military career in two aspects, getting the places to show his genius and then the genius he developed, and it is enough to make an infidel not only a believer in a great King that rules, but in the goodness of the old blue stocking doctrine of predestination, tempered with the mercy and wisdom of Him who makes destiny. Jackson had been in the State but a few years, was quite a young man when he became a candidate for major general for the whole State, a most important office, and was elected by one majority, the casting vote of the Governor, and over John Sevier, who was not only a great soldier, but a man beloved by the people, and who had stood guard over the women and children from the first settlement on the Wautauga and Nolachucky, and who was such an idol among the people that they made him the first Governor and kept him in that office for twelve years, and then sent him to Congress. This one vote put Jackson in a position where he was enabled to take another step when the War of 1812 came, and when he made the celebrated Natchez campaign.
Mr. Benton's speech in the Senate, as shown in a former chapter, details with great minuteness the efforts of General Jackson and his friends to get him a commission in the army when the War of 1812 came. Jackson believed he had military genius; all who knew him intimately, as Col. Benton did, believed he had military genius. He had been major general of the militia in Tennessee for more than ten years, and had thoroughly impressed the people of thethe most effectual means of populating that section of the Union.
